SMUG'GLER: 


— 


This TRACT is not to be ſold, but given away. 


I, « \ \ THAT is Smuggling ?” It is the import. - 

ing, Jeling, or buying of run goods: that 
is, thoſe which have not paid the duty appointed 
by law to be paid to the King, | 1 


1. Importing run goods. All ſmuggling veſſels do 
this Dor an high hand, It is the chief, if not the 
whole buſineſs of theſe, to bring goods which have 
not paid duty, 


2. Next to theſe are all Sea-Captains, Officers, 
Jailors, or Paſſengers, who import any thing with- 
out paying the duty which the law requires. 


3. A 
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3. A third fort of Smugglers are all thoſe, why 
fell any thing which has not paid the duty, 


4. A fourth ſort, thoſe who buy Tea, Liquor 
Linen, Handkerchiefs, or any thing elſe which 


has not paid duty, 


II. « But why ſhould they not? JVhat harm is 
there in it?“ , 


1. I anſwer, Open Smuggling (ſuch as was com- 
mon a few years ago, on the ſouthern coaſts el. 

cially) is robbing on the highway: and as much 
LR as there is in this, ow {o much there is in 
ſmuggling. A ſmuggler of this kind is no honeſter 
than an highwayman, They may ſhake hands 
together, 


2. Private Smuggling is juſt the ſame with pick. 
ing of pockets, There is ſull as much harm in this 
as in that. A ſmugoler of this kind is no honeſter 
than a pickpocket, 'Theſe may ſhake hands together, 


3. But open Smugglers are worſe than common 
higbwaymen, and private ſmugglers. are worſe than 
common pick pockets. For it 1s undoubtedly worſe 
to rob gur father, than one we have no obligation 
to. And v is worle ſtill, far worſe, to rob a 
father, one who ſincerely loves us, and is at 
that very time doing all he can, to provide for us, 
and to make us happy. Now this is exactly the 
preſent caſe, King Gzorce is the father of all his 
ſubjects: and not only fo, but he is a good father, 
He ſhews his love to them on all occaſions : and is 
continually doing all that is in his power, to make 
his ſubjects happy. | 
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4. An honeſt man therefore would be aſhamed 
to aſk, Where is the harm in robbing ſuch a fa- 
ther? His own reaſon, if he had any at all, would 
give him a ſpeedy anſwer, But you area Chriſtian ; 
are vou not? You fay, you believe the Bible, Then 
I fay to yore, in the name of God and in the name 
of Chritt, Thou fhatt not ſtenl. Thou fhalt not take 
what is not thine own, what is the tight of ano- 
ther man. But the ddties appointed by law are the 
King's right, as much as your coat is yorr right, 
Hz has as good a right to them, as yox have to this: 
Tacle are his property, as much as this is yours, 
Therefore you are as much a thief if you take his 
duties, as a man is that takes your coat. | 


5, If you believe the Bible, I fay to you, as our 
Saviour ſaid to them of old time, Render unto Ceſar 
the things that ave Cefar's, and unto God the things 
that are Gad's. If then you mind our Saviour's 
words, be as careful to honour the King, as to fear 
God. Be as exact in giving the King, what is due 
to the King, as in giving God what is due to God. 
Upon no account whateyer rob or defraud him of 
the beaſt thing which is his lawful property, 


6. If you believe the Bible, I ſay to you, as St. 
Paul ſaid to the ancient Chriſtians, Render unto all 
ther duese in particular, cuſtom to whom cuſtom is 
due, tribute to whom tribute, Now cuſtom is by the 
laws of England due to the King, Therefore every 
one in England is bound to pay it him, So that 
robbing the King herein, is abundantly worſe than 
common ſtealing, or common robbing on the 


7. And ſo it is, on another account alſo : for it 
is a general robbery : it is, in effect, not only rob- 
bing the King, but robbing every honeſt man in 
the nation, For the more the King's duties are di- 

miniſhed, 
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miniſhed, the more the taxes muſt be increaſed 
And theſe lie upon us all: they are the burden nd 
of ſome, but ot all the people of England. There. 
fore every ſmuggleris a thief-general, who picks the 
pockets both of the King, and all his fellow-{. 
jects. He wrongs them all; and above all, the 
honeſt traders: many of whonThe deprives of their 
maintenance: conſtraining them either not to ſel 
their goods at all, or to ſell them to no profit, Some 
of them are tempted hereby, finding they cannot 
get bread for their families, to turn thieves too, 
And then you are accountable for their fin as well a; 
your own : you bring their blood upon your own 
head. Calmly conſider this, and you will never 
more aſk, « What harm there is in ſmuggling?” 


III. 1. But for all this, cannot men find excuſt 
for it? Yes, abundance; ſuch as they are, «] 


would not do this, ſays one; I would not ſell un. 


cuſtomed goods: but I am under a neceſſity: |] 
can't live without it. I anſwer, May not the man 
who ſtops you on the highway, ſay the very ſame? 
+ I would not take your purſe; but I am under: 
neceſſity: I can't live without it,” Suppoſe the 
caſe tv be your own; and will you accept of this 
excuſe ? Would not you tell him, “ Nay, let the 
worſt come to the worſt, you had better be honeſt, 
though you ſhould ſtarve,” But that need not be 
neither, Others who had no more than you to 
begin with, yet find a way to live honeſtly, And 
certainly ſo may you: however, ſettle it in yout 
heart, Live or die, I will be an honeſt man.“ 


2. © Nay, ſays another, we do not wrong the 
King: for he loſes nothing by us. Yea, on the 
contrary, the King is rather a gainer, namely, by 
the ſeizures that are made,” 
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So you plunder the King, out of ſtark love and 
wy vindreſs You rob him, to make him rich ! It 1s 


en not a \ 
There. Bi true, you take away his purſe : but you put an 
ks the WY heavier in its place! Are you ſerious? Do you 
w-ſih. mean what you ſay ? Look me in the face and tell 
I, the me ſo. You cannot. You know in your on con- 
" their ſcience, that what comes to the King, out of all 
o ſel! he ſeizures made the year round, does not amount 
Ome to the tenth, no, not the hundredth part of what 
nnot he is defrauded of, 

100 1 | 
ell a But if he really gained more than he loſt, that 


on would not excuſe you, You are not to commit rob- 
rer i bery, though the perſon robbed were afterwards to 
f gain by it, You are not to do evil, that good may 


cone, If you do, your damnation is juſt. 


a But certainly , fay ſome, the King is a gainer 
by it, or he ae eaſily 2 — it.“ Will you 


/ : 1 OY tell him, which way ? By Cuſtom-houſe Officers 7 
man i But many of them have no deſire to ſupprels it. 
me? They find their account in its continuance : they 
era Wi come in for a ſhare of the plunder, But what if 
the they had a deſire to ſuppreſs it ? They have not the 
this power, Sorhe of them have lately made the ex- 
the periment: and what was the conſequence ? Why 
el they loſt a great part of their bread, and were in 
1 danger of loſing their lives. 

ind 8 : : . 
our an the King ſuppreſs ſmuggling, by parties o 
, ſoldiers ? That he —— do. 59 oy obo ſoldiers 


he has, are notenough, to watch every port andevery 
he creek in Great-Britain. Beſides, the ſoldiers that 

are employed, will do little more than the Cuſtom- 
houſe Officers, For there are ways and means of 
taking off their edge too, and making them as quiet 
as lambs, 


But 
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1 «N 
gut many courtiers and great men, who kngy by 924 7 
the King's mind, not only connive at ſmug, of them: 


gling, but practiſe it.“ And what can we ink; tl 
from "this? Only, that thoſe great men are oven ad as the 
villains, They are great highwaymen and pick. 

pockets : and their greatneſs does not excuſe, by Mil 7- © Wh 


makes their crime tenfold more inexcuſable. Miorced, by 
ou are forc 
But befides, | Suppoſe the King were willing | AK. 
be cheated, how would this excuſe vour cheating 3 than 


his ſubjects? All your fellow. ſubjects, every honet 
man, and in particular, every honeſt trader? Hoy 
would it excuſe your making it impoſſible for hin I 8. But 
tolive, unleſs he will turn knave as well as yourſelf? {ſi = ” 
7 . t under | 


3. Well, but I am not convinced it is a fin: my be price, 


conſcience does not condemn me for it.“ Ny! 

Are you not convinced, that robbery is a fin? Then 9. “ Bu 
I am forry for you. And does not your conſcience Pot run.“ 
condemn you for ſtraling ? Then your confrienceis May have 
alleep. I pray God to [mite you to the heart, and ſend who 


awaken it this day! therwiſe, 
| be ſtole 

, 3 n only my 
4. % Nay, but my ſoul is quite happy in the oe r it is be 


of God: therefore I cannot think it is wrong,” 1 
anſwer, Wrong it muſt be, if the Bible is right, 
Therefore either that love is a mere delufion, a fire 10. ] 
of your own kindling; or God may have hithero Hm not 2 
winked at the times of ignorance, But now you live with 
have the means of knowing better. Now light is Heut it, as 
offered to you. And if you ſhut your eyes againt Wit you cc 
the light, the love of God cannot pofſibly continue, {iſrather th: 


5. * But I only buy a little brandy or tea nov 
and then, juſt for my own uſe,” That is, I on. 
Heal a little, God ſays, ſteal not at all. 


Li 
or no. 
none.“ 
than to b 


6, « Nay 


E.F-3 
6, „ Nay, I do not buy any at all myſelf: 1 


aly ſend my child or ſervant for it.” You receive 
of them: do you not? And the receiver is as 
| d 45 the thief. 


7. H Why I would not meddle with it, but I am 
breed, by ny parent, huſband, or maſter,” If 
ou are forced by your father or mother to rob, you 
ill be hanged nevertheleſs. This may leflen, but 
Joes not take away the fault: for you ought to ſuffer 


"1; Mzther than fin. 
10Neſt 
How | N 

r hin g. « But I do not know, that it was run.” No! 

ſelf? Mid not he that fold it, tell you it was? If he fold 
t under the common price, he did. The naming 

* be price, was telling you, “ This is run,” 

No! 

Then 9. But I don't know where to get tea which is 

ence rot run.“ I will tell you where to get it. You 

nceis nay have it from thoſe whole tea is duly entered, 

, and nd who make a conſcience of it. But were it 
therwiſe, if I could get no wine, but what I knew 
to be ſtolen, I would drink water: yea, though not 
only my health, but my life depended upon it: 

e love 4 y . . . : 

TH © it is better to die, than to live by thieving. 

right, 

a fire 10.“ But if I could get what has paid duty, I 

herto am not able to pay the price of it. And I can't 

y you live without it.“ I anſwer, 1. You can live with- 

zht is ent it, as well as your grandmother did, But 2, 

aint lf you could not live without it, you ought to die, 

inue. rather than ſteal, For death is a leſs evil than fin, 


11, © But my huſband will buy it, whether Ido 
orno, And I muſt uſe what he provides, or have 
none,” Undoubtedly to have none is a leſs evil, 
than to be a partaker with a thief, 


IV. Upon 
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IV. Upon the whole then, I exhort all of yay 
that fear God, and deſire to ſave your fouls, wid 
out regarding what others do, reſolve at all haz 
to keep yourielves pure, Let your eye be fixedy 
the word of God, not the examples of men, 0p 
Lord ſays to every one of you, What is tha 
thee * Follow thou me! Let no convenience, w 
gain, no pleaſure, no friend, draw you from ky 
lowing him, In ſpite of all the perſuaſions, alli 
reaſonings of men, keep to the word of God, || 
all on the right hand and the left will be knayg 
be you an honeſt man, Probably God will reg 
you (he certainly will, if this be beſt for 50 
even with temporal bleſſings : there have not beg 
wanting remarkable inſtances of this. But if 
he will repay you with what is far better: with 
teſtimony of a good conſcience toward God; with * 
in the Holy Ghoſt; with an hope full of immortal 
with the love of Gop fhed abroad in your heart 
And the peace of Gop, which paſſeth all underſtank 
ing, ſhall keep your hearts and minds in Chi 
Jeſus ! 5 . | y 


